
 
 
 

Characteristics of Commonwealthland  

Population: 100,000  

Capital City: St John  

People: Commonwealthland is ethnically diverse. While the majority of the population report 

their ethnic origin as white British, over 30% identify as being from a minority, with the 

largest communities being Portuguese, Polish and Thai. The average age is 42.  

Languages: English is the common language, but there are many different languages 

spoken in the home, with the most common being Portuguese, Polish and Thai. 20% of the 

population indicate that English is not their first language. The island also has a historic 

language, Commonwealthais, which is mostly spoken by older residents. 

Geography: Commonwealthland is a small island of 9 miles by 5 miles. The population is 

concentrated in the southern coastal areas, particularly St John, which is very densely 

populated, and its suburbs. There are a number of villages in the rest of the island, which is 

largely rural.    

Government: The unicameral Parliament developed separately from the Westminster 

system and dates back to the 15th century. However, there are many similarities with the 

Westminster approach. Members are elected for a four-year fixed-term. Some represent 

parishes, some represent districts within parishes, and some have an island-wide mandate.  

Head of State: Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is the Head of State. She is represented by 

the Lieutenant Governor, which is a non-political appointment.   

Head of Government: The Government is led by a Chief Minister who is the leader of the 

political party that holds the most seats in the Assembly.   

Recent Political Developments: A new Parliament is about to be formed following peaceful 

multiparty elections. Despite relative stability and a sustained period of economic growth, 

there are concerns the economy depends too highly on tourism and financial services and 

needs to diversify to provide greater employment in the digital sector. The jurisdiction has a 

high rate of population turnover and a high cost of living.  

Economy: Commonwealthland has traditionally been a trading hub, through the port at St 

John. Agriculture was very significant but is in decline, although the Commonwealth Carrot is 

still a highly-prized delicacy. There is a growing market for the Commonwealth Cow, a 

specialist breed popular in Africa. Tourism was a major industry until the 1980s but has 

declined more recently. Efforts are being made to attract new cohorts of tourists to the 

island. Financial services is the Island’s major industry and there are close links to the City of 

London. The financial crisis in 2008 hit Commonwealthland hard although employment has 

bounced back. There are an increasing number of firms in the digital sector. 

GDP per capita: £35,000  

Annual Growth in Real GDP: 2% (2018 forecast)  



 
 
 
Unemployment Rate: 5% (2018 forecast)  

Major Trading Partners: UK, France, Rwanda (cows), South Africa (financial services) 

International Relations: Commonwealthland has some global engagement, particularly 

with EU and Commonwealth countries, but is striving to increase its global reach. It is 

developing links with China and Japan, in particular, and is also a generous international 

development and humanitarian assistance donor.  

Health: Primary health care is provided commercially. A visit to the GP costs around £40. 

Many residents have health insurance. Hospital treatment and prescriptions are not charged 

for, but people do not have access to either free-of-charge until they have been resident in 

Commonwealthland for two years. Complex and specialist treatment is provided by hospitals 

in England and France. The health system is under strain because of rising costs as the 

population increases and ages. The balance between the services which can be provided in 

Commonwealthland and those which are provided abroad is also controversial.   

Education: All children between the ages of 4 and 16 must attend school or study at home. 

Public school education is universal and free, although the take-up of private education is 

high. A relatively small proportion of the population is educated to degree level. The further 

education college provides degree courses in a small number of subjects. No grants or loans 

are available for students studying abroad. There is means-tested support for nursery 

education but take-up is relatively low compared to nearby countries.  

Human Rights: There is a Human Rights law and Commonwealthland is a party to the 

European Convention on Human Rights.   

Environment: Most of Commonwealthland’s electricity is generated by nuclear power. Air 

pollution is low but there are concerns about the pollution of beaches and of water supplies 

because of the fertiliser used to grow carrots. The rate of recycling is low and most waste is 

incinerated.  

Current Issues: The government must face the challenges of maintaining economic growth 

without increasing the level of net immigration; meeting increasing demand for and 

expectations about public services without raising taxes; and diversifying the economy 

without losing competitiveness in financial services, which is the country’s principal income 

generator. Although in the past there was a degree of consensus between the two political 

parties about the country’s direction, views are diverging and political debate is becoming 

more heated. The need to integrate a number of significant immigrant communities has 

added an extra dimension to the political landscape. 


