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[16:00] 

The Roll was called. 

COMMUNICATIONS BY THE PRESIDENT 

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair): 

1.1 Welcome to Members of the Youth Parliament 

A very warm welcome to you, to this second meeting of the new Youth Parliament to take place in 

the Chamber.  I am really sorry that you have me as a stand-in.  I am afraid the Bailiff is in court on 

the first day of a trial and he really wanted me to say how much he would have liked to have been 

here.  It is unlikely that he will be able to join us but if his case does finish a little bit earlier then you 

may see somebody else swapping in the seat.  But I shall try to do my best as a stand-in for you.  The 

aim of this afternoon’s meeting is for you to receive the presentations relating to the 3 campaign ideas 

that you chose last September and allow you to question the Ministers responsible for the areas under 

review.  We have 3, but one is coming, Ministers and Assistant Ministers here with us today to receive 

your questions on your campaigns as well as pose some questions to you hopefully.  So, we have 

with us Deputy Doublet, who is the Assistant Minister for Children and Education, and Deputy Jeune, 

who is the Assistant Minister for Home Affairs, will be joining us shortly.  They both share 

responsibility for diversity and inclusivity in their remits.  Then we have Deputy Stephenson, who is 

Assistant Minister for Economic Development, Tourism, Sport and Culture with special 

responsibility for sport.  Last, but no means least, Deputy Warr, who is the Minister for Housing and 

Communities.  We will hear from each group in turn and allow time for questions and comments 

between each one.  I just want to remind you that if you wish to ask a question turn on your 

microphone.  The little red light will come up and hopefully, if we have got the seating plan right, 

your name will come up on the screen in front of me and I will make a note of your name and call 

you.  I will shortly call upon the Housing Campaign Team to make their first presentation but, before 

I do, I understand we are going to hear from the Little Parliament and Nikolas Konkovs is going to 

talk to us about the work that the Little Parliament has been doing.  So, the floor is now yours. 

PRESENTATIONS 

2. Little Parliament 

2.1 Mr. N. Koncovs: 

Hello, my name is Nikolas and I am part of the Little Parliament.  Little Parliament is just a Youth 

Parliament but for Year 6; just like me.  In February, representatives from a lot of primary schools 

got together in Crabbé.  We talked about issues that are impacting the Year 6 students, what we would 

like to see change in Jersey and what we would like to see the adults make decisions and to prioritise.  

We discovered that the Year 6 students have a lot of worries but they care about a lot of each other 

and of the Island.  After sharing our ideas we voted in the 3 most important issues and the top one 

was cost of living, things to do and the environment.  In the evening, we discussed these issues.  

Further, I made a song about cost of living, which you can watch on YouTube.  I am here to represent 

and to report what was created following the event, and I hope you listened to our concerns and will 

consider them when making a decision.  [Approbation] 

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):  

Thank you, Nikolas.  It is customary, yes, for people to stamp their feet in the Chamber when 

somebody does a really good speech, so thank you.  I think what that also flags up to us all is that the 

Youth Parliament has a great future ahead of us if we have got great people like you in Year 6, who 

are waiting in the wings to take over the slots when you are old enough to join the main Parliament.  

So thank you very much for that presentation, Nikolas.  Now on to the presentations from the Youth 
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Parliament.  The first one is the Housing Campaign Team who are going to make their presentation 

on housing. 

3. Housing 

3.1 Ms. M. Davies: 

“A future without affordable houses is not a future for Jersey”.  This is a quote we shared at our last 

presentation here at the States Chamber and we still stand by it.  During our time at J.Y.P. (Jersey 

Youth Parliament) we have already spoken at the States Chamber twice, one of which where we 

spoke about our thoughts regarding the housing crisis here in Jersey.  We implored you to listen to 

our concerns about how the cost of housing is affecting the citizens of our Island.   

Ms. E. Baker: 

To educate ourselves about housing rights in Jersey, we have spoken to Andium Homes and the 

Minister for Housing and Communities, David Warr.  During our meetings with Andium Homes, we 

discussed ways in which we can make houses more economical, sustainable and affordable.  They 

also mentioned ways to use green space in an effective way.  For example, double glazing on 

windows, switching gas and oil appliances to electric, and adapting already built homes to make them 

more energy efficient.  They also informed us of the initiatives that they have to be more 

environmentally friendly, such as building on unused land and abandoned sites instead of building 

on green fields and putting E.V. (electric vehicle) spaces where they can, to encourage car sharing.  

We also learnt that they will always create storage facilities and all flats have balconies, which we 

support.  These meetings were great opportunities to gather information to help us eventually spread 

awareness and educate other people.  Once a week our Little Parliament gathers together to talk about 

recent issues, such as the environment, housing and cost of living.  During these sessions, the majority 

of the kids thought that they might have to leave the Island later in life because soon the Island will 

just be a whole island of apartments; no fields, just apartments.  Many had concerns about life after 

university as the cost of living would be too expensive for the younger generations. 

Mr. S. Chauhan: 

In the survey we carried out, 90 per cent of respondents do not see a future for themselves in Jersey 

due to many different reasons such as not enough activities for young people and that there are better 

offers elsewhere.  This makes us feel appalled and the idea that the Island, where many of us have 

grown up on, may eventually force us to leave due to the lack of affordable housing is dismaying.  

Figures from 2011 showed that a one-bed house in Jersey was approximately £200,000 whereas in 

2022 this number changed to around £361,000.  This is a dramatic leap that some people would be 

greatly affected by.  In Jersey the minimum wage is £10.50 per hour if you are over 18, which if you 

worked full-time would be £21,840 per year, which makes a one-bedroom flat totally unattainable.  

Rent is anywhere between £750 and £2,000 for a one-bedroom flat, which is also unaffordable and 

leaves you with no extra money to be able to save to get on to the property ladder.  Another problem 

arising is that more and more dwellings are being built and lead to higher prices.  People are moving 

off the Island, leaving many vacant dwellings.  Out of all the Parishes in Jersey, St. Helier had the 

highest number of vacant dwellings, which was 1,741.  Parishes like St. Brelade and St. Peter have a 

vacancy rate of up to 10 per cent. 

Ms. M. Davies: 

An idea to make Jersey greener and more attractive is to make fields and parks for caravans as it 

would be a more efficient use of space and appeal to more people to live on the Island.  Caravan 

parks could be in the western side of the Island, making one side of the Island green and the other 

side of the Island city-like.  There could also be an even amount of temporary and permanent 

campsites for caravans.  We could also add outdoor and indoor activities to convince people to live 

in Jersey and to not move to places that also offers these facilities. 
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Ms. E. Baker: 

Although we have already been in Jersey Youth Parliament for a year, we have many more ideas as 

to how we can share people’s real stories and help younger people have a voice.  To help promote 

our campaign, we frequently post on social media platforms such as Instagram and Facebook.  We 

provide updates on recent events and matters that we think would be informative and influential to 

others.  Our followers were able to see updates of our planning and fun and hopefully encourage 

others to join next year’s J.Y.P. 

Mr. C. Simon: 

The majority of J.Y.P. gathered at Crabbé activity centre in order to prepare for the British-Irish 

Council summit.  While at Crabbé, our members took part in an upcycle challenge with barstools.  

We did this in order to show that you can reuse affordable items to make new better ones.  The B.I.C. 

(British-Irish Council) summit was a great opportunity for us.  We were able to speak to members of 

different Governments.  For example, Mark Drakeford, the First Minister of Wales, and shared our 

views on making housing green and affordable.  When presented with prices of housing in Jersey 

many were shocked.  The theme of the summit was building for the future, green and affordable.  

When doing our planning we researched green homes, green and affordable housing.  Some of our 

favourites were prefab homes, zero-carbon homes, earth-sheltered homes, rammed-earth houses, 

natural-light homes, solar panels on houses and rain collection systems.   

Mr. S. Chauhan: 

In the future we aspire to meet with the other Youth Parliaments to combine ideas about making 

housing and infrastructure green and affordable.  We also hope to promote solar panels and new 

builds. 

Mr. C. Simon: 

Our motives are to ensure that standards of housing are adequate for the needs of Islanders.  We 

believe that the residential space standards are important for new builds on houses.  This is in order 

to ensure spaces are not too small and that they stay affordable.  We try our best to contribute by 

meeting with Andium Homes in order to see what is already being done and see what changes need 

to be made in the foreseeable future.  We also met with the Planning Department, who talked about 

new tenancy laws that hope to help tenants by compelling landlords to give plenty of time and valid 

reasons as to why they may evict someone from a property.  We thought the new tenancy laws were 

important for the economical needs of the tenants. 

Ms. E. Baker: 

Thank you for listening to our presentation and we hope that this will change things in the future.  

[Approbation] 

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair): 

Thank you, Molly, Elena, Shaurya and Caleb for that great presentation.  I understand you have some 

questions for the Minister for Housing and Communities.  If you would like to put your lights on and 

ask him. 

3.1.1 Mr. S. Chauhan: 

Is it okay for people to own more than one house if they are not living in them because there are 

many people on the Island that have unsuitable accommodation? 

Deputy D. Warr of St. Helier South (The Minister for Housing and Communities): 

Thank you for your question.  My position is, and always has been, that as many homes as possible 

should be occupied.  I am absolutely clear that I do not want to see vacant homes in Jersey.  I really 
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do hope that residents are not purposely holding homes empty, and I doubt they are.  However, if the 

Youth Parliament have any information on such cases these can be reported through our Empty 

Homes Service, and we look forward to looking into the matter.  The question also refers to unsuitable 

properties.  I would like to remind the Youth Parliament that the rented dwellings licensing 

regulations are being brought forward by the Minister for the Environment.  This will better enable 

the Government to enforce health and safety standards across the Island. 

3.1.2 Ms. M. Davies: 

What other facilities could be added in Jersey to ensure that people are living in the best standards 

possible? 

Deputy D. Warr: 

Thank you for the question.  I fully support that our housing developments should provide amenities 

for the community.  Thanks to the approval of the Bridging Island Plan last year it is now a 

requirement for housing developments of 5 or more homes to include a contribution towards space 

for play.  Policy, and I will not get too complicated here, so there is a policy called C18, which is 

space for children and play, already provides a level of guidance to developers to ensure that they are 

able to give good effect to this policy requirement.  I will stop there in anticipation of a follow-up 

question. 

3.1.3 Ms. E. Baker: 

What do Ministers propose to do about changing the usage of vacant dwellings? 

Deputy D. Warr: 

I am getting a lot of exercise here.  Thank you for the question.  The Empty Homes Service, which 

we have created, continues to work both with owners of empty properties and with the community at 

large.  In order to bring vacant homes back into use there are 2 functions of this service: to provide 

guidance to owners of empty homes where they might be unsure as to how to go about bringing a 

property back into use.  A lot of people cannot afford to bring homes back into use, and that is a real 

problem for us.  Then there is working with the communities to identify where long-term empty 

properties exist.  This is where people can report those empty properties to us.  Every empty property 

has its own story, as we have now discovered, and its own reasons for finding itself in such a 

condition.  We have one particular one I always quote from 1975 where the owner died in 1975 and 

still remains vacant.  Unfortunately it does take time to research ownership details and to identify 

solutions which are appropriate on a property-by-property basis.  However, we are making good 

progress.  More information is going to be published in the next couple of weeks to summarise what 

we have been doing and how many properties have been brought back into the housing market, as 

part of my upcoming empty homes property service report. 

[16:15] 

3.1.4 Mr. C. Simon: 

While carrying out research for B.I.C. we learned about biodiversity net gain and how this was 

included in the Bridging Island Plan.  Following on from the previous J.Y.P. recommendations on 

the environment, they were told that work was being done on this and how it would work for new 

developments.  Can you provide an update? 

Deputy D. Warr: 

Thank you for the question.  We are straying into the world of the Minister for the Environment, so 

I will try and be as accurate as I can.  So the concept of biodiversity net gain is naturally important, 

and especially as we drive to build more new homes for Islanders.  We want to see that our 

environment is improved and not worsened as a result of this development pressure.  New legislation 
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has been introduced in England, which will require biodiversity net gain to be delivered through the 

planning process.  It takes effect in November 2023 and new development will be required to increase 

biodiversity by 10 per cent.  The Minister for the Environment is charged with seeing how the concept 

of biodiversity net gain might be introduced in Jersey.  The Minister proposes to monitor and review 

how this new legal framework works in England, with a view to seeing how best it might be adapted 

to suit its operation and use in the Island.  This work will be undertaken during 2024, once the English 

system has had a chance to begin to be used and bed in.  It will help to inform what new legislation 

or policy might be needed in Jersey to protect and improve the Island’s natural capital. 

3.1.5 Ms. M. Davies: 

When we carried out our surveys before the B.I.C. summit, 90 per cent of young people that 

responded said that they did not think they would stay in Jersey.  What do you think about this and 

what do you think could be done to make young people stay? 

Deputy D. Warr: 

Thank you for your question, and it is obviously one of the big topics of the day at the moment.  In 

fact, I have just come out of a briefing where we are launching a shared equity scheme to try and 

bring down that headline figure so that people can access housing a bit more, but maybe more of that 

later.  I am concerned obviously that people are leaving the Island, particularly young people.  But 

this Government is doing something about that through our Population and Skills Ministerial Group.  

Housing is not necessarily the single reason people will choose to leave Jersey.  There will be many 

contributing factors.  Over the past few months, inflation has been at its highest in decades and when 

you couple that with fuel costs, the general cost of living, food prices and mortgages going up, you 

can see that it is not purely a housing problem.  It is also true that some Islanders want to look 

elsewhere for new opportunities.  In fact I have 2 sons who currently live off-Island.  Not because it 

is too expensive to live here but to experience life away from Jersey.  Nevertheless I am absolutely 

focused on addressing the housing situation to give more young Islanders a reason to stay, and 

tomorrow I will be announcing a scheme ... I say “tomorrow”, this is the scheme I have just mentioned 

about, first-time buyers with the cost of taking their first step on to the property ladder, helping them 

to do that.  The new scheme is part of plenty of other work going on to increase home ownership.  

For instance, a total of 375 new build homes will be delivered by 2026, totalling 1,000 homes by 

2030.  This figure includes programmes run by Andium Homes where 60 properties from their 

current stock are sold each year, plus new builds.  It includes the rezoned sites for affordable housing 

under the bridging Island Plan, which will see up to 400 homes built and there will be large family 

homes included.  Part of this is also the Jersey Development Company building programme, which 

delivers a minimum of what we call 15 per cent affordable homes on each development.  The 

Government wants to keep people here, particularly young people, who can fully contribute to our 

community. 

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair): 

Thank you, Deputy Warr, for that very comprehensive answer.  I am going to check because in the 

real States obviously States Members get an opportunity to ask what we call supplementary questions 

if they do not feel that their questions have been fully covered by the person responding.  So I want 

to check before we move on if you guys, after hearing the responses from the Deputy, have any extra 

questions you want to put to him or he has given you some food for thought that you can include in 

your next presentation?  If you have any, now is your opportunity to put your light on.  They are 

being kind to you, Deputy, I think.  Thank you.  Very well done, again, Molly, Elena, Shaurya and 

Caleb for that presentation, and really good questions.  Thank you to the Deputy for answering them.  

We move on to Diversity and Inclusion’s presentation and questions afterwards to Deputies Doublet 

and Jeune. 
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4. Diversity and Inclusion 

4.1 Ms. S. Shah: 

Hi, everyone.  Welcome to our Diversity and Inclusion presentation.  Our focus for today is on our 4 

main factors, namely: cultural diversity, accessibility and disability, the L.G.B.T.Q.+ (Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Plus) community and anti-bullying.  I am Shrusti and I will be 

opening our presentation with cultural diversity.  One of our focuses for the cultural diversity has 

been to listen to the feedback of our Year 6s in Little Parliament who gather once every week.  They 

have had concerns primarily in the education sector.  The students suggested that school should have 

more options for subjects and multilingual teachers to support those who may struggle with English, 

providing more targeted instructions for struggling students and celebrating different nationalities 

and languages.  One of our students said: “I feel like at school different languages are not really being 

celebrated enough.”  In response to that, and our notes from the previous presentation feedback from 

the Ministers of the States Chamber, I did some research on the multilingual language policy that just 

finished its first anniversary in May this year.  The Language Policy for education was launched in 

2022 to improve support for the 27 per cent of all school pupils who are multilingual learners and 

have English as an additional language.  Research shows us that children and young people who 

maintain proficiency in the home language can acquire English skills quite well.  I think this is a 

wonderful thing, being a multilingual learner myself.  It has been quite successful in multiple areas 

but I still think there is more to be done.  For example, Plat Douet School has become an accredited 

language friendly school in permitting students’ home languages.  Haute Vallée School has 

incorporated Portuguese into its curriculum.  We would love to see more schools participating in this.  

I had the amazing opportunity of joining the International Cultural Centre Steering Group. which 

aims to encourage Islanders to celebrate the different festivals and flourish under the rich diversity 

of our Island.  It was my pleasure to attend the Lunar New Year festival this February, which was a 

great success.  It was colourful and lively to see the festivities in place, people learning about the 

Chinese traditional culture and lovely food.  Other festivals and celebrations coming up are the corn 

riots on 29th September, Polish Independence Day on 11th November, Diwali on 26th November, 

Romanian Day on 1st December, and many more.  As a group, we look forward to celebrating these 

and seeing how the I.C.C. (International Cultural Centre) group develops. 

Ms. S. Wickenden: 

Hello, my name is Storm and I will be talking about disabilities and how day-to-day life becomes 

difficult with barriers and what adjustments can be made to support Islanders.  Quiet hours in shops: 

we have been talking about how Co-op has been doing quiet hours at Grand Marché and was thinking 

that it should happen in other shops as this would be very helpful.  I, personally, have experienced 

quiet hour and how it really benefited me and improved my shopping experience, as I was more 

relaxed and less over-stimulated.  I feel it also benefits others.  We were also thinking of instead of 

quiet hours it could pertain to accessible hour as it is more inclusive to a wider range of people.  The 

reasons I want to change it to accessible hour is because it is not just quiet music, it is shrinking the 

massive sensory barriers, such as dimming the lights and it being less busy and crowded.  Accessible 

buildings: making buildings more accessible includes toilets, ramps, and wider corridors and lifts.  

With all the new buildings being built in Jersey, we would like for the Government to consider how 

accessible they are.  In my experience, accessible toilets that I have seen in the older buildings are 

too small for a wheelchair user and people can find it hard to move around.  I have even seen some 

accessible toilets being used for storage areas, which is making them even smaller.  What we should 

also consider is ramps and wider corridors.  That is so that people that have mobility issues can access 

the buildings, as some areas only have stairs and the corridors are too small for the wheelchair users 

to get through.  There are also some older buildings that do not have accessible lifts.  That can be 

very restrictive to where people with mobility issues can go.  Another thing that needs to be fixed is 

how people are using parking spots when they do not need them, and taking them away from people 
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who do need them.  I have a recommendation not only for people with mobility issues but for people 

who may have disorders that stop them from using other parking spots.  We need to have more 

dropdown kerbs on pavements as it can be dangerous for wheelchair users if they do not feel 

comfortable with doing wheelies up the kerb.  Sunflower Lanyard education: we are very happy to 

hear that the Government have been promoting the Sunflower Lanyard and hidden disabilities, and 

held an event last week.  We have decided that we will create a poster to put up in local youth clubs 

to show that young people with the lanyard are welcome.  We would be happy to share this poster 

with other government departments, shops and areas that people go once we have finished it.  We 

hope this would make people feel more comfortable and accepted when going around places and also 

help the workers understand the meaning of it, if help is needed.  Now I am going to pass you over 

to Lottie. 

Ms. L. Wilmott: 

Hello, my name is Lottie and I will be talking about the L.G.B.T.Q.+ community.  When we last 

spoke in the States Chamber we mentioned the education surrounding the L.G.B.T.Q.+ community 

and how there should be more in-depth lessons in schools about this topic.  Generally lessons have 

been limited to just mentioning the L.G.B.T.Q.+ community instead of properly clearing common 

misconceptions and stigmas to do with L.G.B.T.Q.+ people, including the damaging effects this can 

have on someone’s mental health.  The last Jersey Youth Parliament talked about revamping the 

P.S.H.E. (Personal, Social and Health Education) curriculum and we are extremely excited to see the 

changes being made.  We hope that this will bridge any gaps and knowledge that young people may 

have and it will bring around good change for diversity and inclusion in schools.  We also mentioned 

the trialling of unisex toilets in schools and public spaces for those who do not identify with male or 

female gender identities or for those who do not feel comfortable going in gendered bathrooms, such 

as non-binary and transgender people.  Many transgender and gender non-confirming youth are 

denied access to the bathroom that is aligned to their gender.  This creates a problem that could be 

avoided with the use of unisex bathrooms.  However, many individuals protest unisex bathrooms, 

fearing harassment and assault.  This can be fixed with single stall bathrooms.  We recommend that 

every school and government building have single stall bathrooms.  As there is going to be a new 

government building we hope that unisex bathrooms can be included in the plans.  One issue that we 

have discussed as a group relates to the data collection in the Jersey census.  We would like to 

highlight about the lack of in-depth questions about gender identity and sexuality in the 2021 census, 

as well as the issue of people with dual nationalities.  We want to make sure that people can give a 

definite report of themselves so that future censuses can accurately depict the Jersey population, 

including those who may not conform to what is considered normal and those that have more than 

one nationality.  We would like Statistics Jersey to take these considerations for the next census.  I 

am now passing on to Emilie, who will talk about the barriers to accessing autism and A.D.H.D. 

Ms. E. Eastwood: 

Support is vital no matter how much we provide accommodations for those with disabilities, however 

this often hard to access or sometimes not even available.  To make it harder, it can take ages to get 

assessments with disabilities such as autism or A.D.H.D (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder).  

In my personal experience, I was told around April this year that I would have to wait until next 

January, at a minimum, for my autism assessment.  One of my friends also had to wait 2 years for 

theirs.  In the feedback from Ministers on the previous J.Y.P. campaign on mental health, the 

members were informed in December 2022 that there was now only a 3-month waiting time for 

autism assessments.  From my personal experience, this is no longer accurate and these wait times 

are getting atrocious.  There are so many young Islanders, like myself, who are still on this ever-

growing waitlist for autism and A.D.H.D. assessments.  The support is provided by these 

appointments can sometimes be vital and it is not getting to those who need it fast enough.  Now, I 

am going to pass you on to Poppy, who will be talking about discrimination and bullying. 
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Ms. P. Kirk: 

Hello, my name is Poppy and I am going to be talking about gendered separation, discrimination and 

bullying.  Similar to what Lottie said, many transgender students are uncomfortable with gendered 

bathrooms but transgender students may also feel uncomfortable with separation by gender.  Some 

activities require students to be unnecessarily organised by gender, some students describing how 

their school separates students by gender for such as quizzes and revision, which can result in some 

students feeling uncomfortable and out of place.  If possible, separation by gender should be limited 

to only activities that absolutely require separation.  Another issue is the frequent use of slurs and 

deadnaming.  Deadnaming is refusal to refer to an individual by their preferred name, instead calling 

them by their name given at birth, which they may feel uncomfortable with.   

[16:30] 

Some young people have described this as relentless bullying from students.  One suggestion is 

stricter bullying policies in schools and workplaces, but bullying policies are not 100 per cent 

effective.  There needs to be an easily accessible support system for students and young workers that 

directly tackles bullying.  This may be impossible to accomplish but there needs to be some sort of 

support in place.  Some students have noticed that their school bullying policies are not reflected 

when action is taken.  One student said: “I feel like my school does not take bullying seriously.  It 

has not been dealt with when I have reported it.”  This may be down to partially untrained staff 

members lacking knowledge surrounding bullying, or this may be down to the students that bully 

other students.  Of course, bullying is a consistent and organised effort that takes a while to fully 

eradicate, but there is action that can be taken.  There needs to be additional support for students that 

feel as though they cannot receive help or have been threatened, since many bullies will resort to 

emotional blackmail or threats of violence.  This could also be as simple as staff asking students if 

they require assistance, since many students are too fearful to ask for help by themselves.   

Ms. S. Shah: 

Our key highlights from today’s presentation is to make Jersey a more inclusive, accessible and 

supportive Island.  Thank you for taking the time to listen to our presentation.  We would now like 

to ask our questions. 

4.1.1 Ms. P. Kirk: 

In the response to the past J.Y.P. Education campaign recommendations, they were informed that 

C.Y.P.’s (Commonwealth Youth Parliament) were engaged with Liberate to offer teachers support 

and updated training around the L.G.B.T.Q.+ curriculum.  Has this training taken place? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet (Assistant Minister for Children and Education): 

Thank you, ma’am, and thank you for the question and for those excellent presentations.  The 

L.G.B.T.Q.+ curriculum is going to be part of the revamped P.S.H.E. curriculum, and work on that 

curriculum was started, and Deputy Gardiner, who is the Minister, and I am Assistant Minister for 

Children and Education, it was something that we both wanted to address when we came into office.  

We were absolutely delighted to see the work of a previous Youth Parliament that made some very 

comprehensive recommendations to reform the P.S.H.E. curriculum.  We have, in fact, taken every 

single one of those recommendations on board and we have an officer that has been dedicated 

working on the P.S.H.E. curriculum.  I have had updates on that work and I have input into that work, 

and I can say that there are comprehensive sections on L.G.B.T.Q.I.A. (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Queer or Questioning, Intersex, Asexual) education in there.  Now that is in its final 

phases.  It is, I would say, nearing a final draft.  It has been quite a long journey because, of course, 

there are several organisations around the Island that have expertise in various areas and life skills 

and L.G.B.T.Q., that we wanted to make sure that we had input from.  So once that has gone to the 

Curriculum Council and that document has been approved, and it is in schools, that is the point at 
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which the teachers will start to receive the training on that curriculum.  I also wanted to let you know 

that I have asked recently that the Youth Parliament are invited, along with any previous members 

that worked on this, to the Curriculum Council because I would like you to be there so you that can 

see how that is presented to that Curriculum Council, which is a group of teachers from different key 

stages, so secondary and primary and further education, and also early essentially, so that you can be 

part of that discussion before it is, hopefully, approved by that Curriculum Council.   

4.1.2 Ms. E. Eastwood: 

Why does every school not have an A.R.C. (Additionally Resourced Centre)?  We have heard that 

some are at maximum capacity and think that each school should have one, including private schools. 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

Thank you.  I do agree with you.  I think in an ideal world I would love to have an A.R.C. in every 

school, so that every school could be fully inclusive.  When I was a teacher, I remember working at 

St. Saviour’s Primary School and I think it was called “The Haven” then.  So I have experienced how 

wonderful that system can be in including students in a mainstream school.  Those A.R.C.s were 

originally established for specific learning needs; so autism, visual impairment, physical disability 

and hearing.  There were originally 4 primary and 4 secondary A.R.C.s.  That was based upon need 

for those specific needs on the Island.  In December 2021, there was an independent review of 

inclusive education in early years and that report is informing a lot of the work that we are doing as 

Ministers, and we are definitely taking that on board.  One of the recommendations was that a review 

of all the current A.R.C. facilities should take place, and that has happened.  That work has been 

completed.  What we have done is make the current A.R.C. facilities more generic so that we can 

help a wider range of needs, and that more young people can attend their local catchment school.  We 

have also added some additional new A.R.C.s.  The conversations that I have been part of when we 

are talking about a new school, I think it is fair to say that we are trying to include an A.R.C. whenever 

there is a new school.  I think the fact that you have raised this as well will add weight to that, and I 

would hope that we could try to make sure that there is an A.R.C. in every new-build school.   

4.1.3 Ms. L. Wilmott: 

Could you provide us with any examples of gender-neutral toilets in government-run buildings?  Is 

there any update on installing any new ones? 

Deputy H. Jeune (Assistant Minister for Home Affairs): 

Thank you for your question, and thank you very much for your presentations and your 

recommendations.  They are something that we will definitely take away and work on.  So all 

government buildings should be as inclusive and welcoming as possible.  It is also important that we 

ensure the safety of marginalised people, including women and transpeople.  These are the broad 

policy considerations in relation to gender-neutral toilets, and in practice gender-neutral toilets have 

recently been completed at Haute Vallée School.  These are single-stalled toilets called “SuperLoos”, 

which are enclosed including a toilet, hand basin and hand dryer.  I understand that the Design Team 

are currently in planning phase to introduce these at another Island secondary school, Le Rocquier.  

The Estates Team are also in the process of planning refurbishment of the 38 public toilets in the 

portfolio to ensure they are Disability Discrimination Act compliant.  Inclusivity considerations will 

be part of that process.  It does remain the case that gender-neutral toilets remain relatively rare within 

the portfolio, but I have received reassurances that consideration for enhancing inclusivity will 

always be at the forefront when any project, or refurbishment of current facilities, is undertaken.  But 

we, of course, also welcome your views and feedback in developing any of these areas further.   

4.1.4 Ms. S. Wickenden: 

Can you tell us any measures that have been put in place at the new Government H.Q. (Headquarters) 

offices to ensure that they are accessible and inclusive? 
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Deputy H. Jeune: 

Thank you for your question.  So, consultation has been undertaken with colleagues and customer-

focus groups to enhance the design of the new building that reflects the lived experience.  The Project 

Team have worked with Liberate who have audited the design of the building.  All the 

recommendations that were made have been accepted and included within the design.  Some of the 

accessibility and inclusivity features include: all public and office spaces being fully accessible; fully 

adjustable task chairs and monitor arm; 25 per cent sit/stand desks; all-gender toilets on every floor 

and all-gender showers on the ground floor.  These are, of course, SuperLoos, as well, so enclosed, 

as we were talking about earlier; dedicated well-being space on every floor, tea-points and kitchens 

will be wheelchair accessible; all wall and floor finishes comply with Liberate audit 

recommendations, including the neurodiverse and partially sighted; hearing loops in large rooms, 

public spaces and portable hearing loops available elsewhere; wheelchair refuge in stairwells; 

firefighting lift; visual and audio announcements in all lifts and oversized pictorial way of finding 

signage throughout the building.  Thank you. 

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):  

Thank you, Deputy, and much like we did for Deputy Warr, do you have any further questions for 

either of these Assistant Ministers?  That is great.  Thank you very much, Deputies, for attending and 

for providing such good answers.  Thank you Shrusti, Storm, Lottie, Emilie, Poppy and Kate for your 

... Shrusti, did you want to ... 

Ms. S. Shah: 

Sorry, we have to give a response from one of the questions given by Deputy Doublet, and so Kate 

will be answering. 

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):  

Excellent, go for it. 

4.1.5 Ms. K. Denison-Herbet: 

Hi, so in response to your question, we found that at schools, so especially in gender-separated 

schools, there tends to be very little support on a day-to-day basis outside of Pride Month.  That is 

not to say that it has not improved somewhat, as I know from personal experience that in J.C.G. 

(Jersey College for Girls), attempts are being made to use more inclusive language such as 

“everyone”, instead of just “girls”.  Teachers are very good at using preferred names when they are 

informed of such changes.  However, outside of Pride Month, information and education on the 

L.G.B.T.Q.+ community tends to be little to non-existent.  This could easily be remedied by during 

P.S.H.E. lessons, learning a wider variety of information when it comes to relationships, self-

discovery, options of L.G.B.T.Q.+ safe spaces and sexual education, which Lottie mentioned in her 

speech and you also mentioned in your response to Poppy’s question.  So, thankfully, it seems it will 

not be as much of an issue as it currently is.  In the wider community there is a lot more support in 

the form of youth clubs and other safe spaces, such as the Pride Parade every year, Jersey Youth 

Service and various charities.  In this way we believe that the progression in the wider community 

has been great and we look forward to seeing the services provided solidified and grow, as more 

L.G.B.T.Q.+ youth find out about their options through an improved education system and feel safe 

and secure on Jersey.   

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):  

Thank you, Kate.  Did you want to respond, Deputy? 

 

 



13 

 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

Yes, thank you.  I think with that, in answer to the question I submitted to you, yes, thank you, that 

is really great.  Could I get that answer emailed to me, because I want to make sure that I address all 

of those points?  I think some of the points that you made there, it is really important that we 

remember that P.S.H.E. is not the only place to be talking about L.G.B.T.Q. issues and celebrating 

L.G.B.T.Q. pupils.  It is an issue that is very close to my heart.  I am a member of the L.G.B.T.Q. 

community myself, and we have started to have some of these conversations.  For example, relating 

to uniform, primarily around cost of uniform, but of course a gender-neutral uniform is going to save 

families money down the line.  So some of those things are already happening, and thank you for 

making all of those suggestions because it does help me as a Minister to bring those to conversations 

with other Ministers.  I will make sure that I take that list that ... the answer that you have just given 

me and I will take that forward to the Minister and to the officers in our department.  So, thank you. 

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):  

Thank you for a really great presentation, some excellent questions.  [Approbation]  Yes, I think it 

is well-deserved.  What I am most impressed with is that we are bang on time with both these 

presentations, and we move now on to Right to Play presentation and questions.  So, over to you. 

5. Right to Play 

5.1 Ms. E. Todd: 

Hello, we are the Right to Play campaign.  Our aim is to give teenagers and children more facilities 

and accessibility to get outside, get active and have fun.  Today we will be covering what we have 

done since our last presentation, what you have done and improved on since November and our 

conclusion and goals for the future.   

Ms. E. McCluskey: 

Hello, I am Emily, I am 14 years old and seeing my friends is very important to me.  When I go to 

meet my friends we can never find anything to do, and end up just sitting on a bench, instead of 

actually enjoying our time with something more fun.  Most of the time we go home early because 

that seems like less of a waste of time than just sitting outside.  Having good parks, suitable and 

welcoming for teenagers would be good because we could go out and enjoy ourselves more.   

Ms. S. Camacho: 

Since November we have assessed the parks around the Island.  Our favourite parks include 

Millbrook Park.  They have many things that we loved, including a car park, the new water area and 

also a zip line.  It is also spacious, well-maintained and good for all ages because of the variety of 

equipment.  It is welcoming and has some areas of accessibility.  It gives young people a place to be 

and a reason to be outside.   

Ms. E. Todd:  

The Elephant Park: This park also has a variety of equipment, including a sandpit and a climbing 

frame which is great because different people have sensory needs, so variety is great.  The key feature 

of the pink elephant slide gives an identity which makes the park memorable.   

Mr. D. Skeels: 

Longbeach: We loved this park because of the good location with access to the beach and the tyre 

swing.  When we visited Longbeach as a campaign, the staff had to drag us out of the park as we 

were having so much fun.  St. Andrew’s: We spent a long time here and could all go on everything.  

It has pretty flowers, which made it inviting.  It also had a safe space with a gate for toddlers, and not 

for older ages, which makes it great for all ages.   
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Mr. E. Pirouet: 

People’s Park: We were all impressed by the exercise equipment, this would be a great feature to put 

in other parks as well, as it is a feature that appeals to teens and adults too.   

Ms. S. Camacho: 

Things we liked about the parks is it supplies exercise equipment, communication boards and 

accessibility, and parks are generally clean and well-maintained.  However, there are some parks that 

were not that great.   

Mr. E. Pirouet: 

St. Mary’s Park: There is a huge fence that made the whole park feel like a jail.  We want parks to 

feel inviting, free and welcoming.  Children try and explore on their own, gain independence and 

take risks and the fence acts as a barrier towards that.   

Ms. S. Camacho: 

St. Peter’s: It is the only park in St. Peter’s that we are aware of and it is incredibly small.  If there 

are too many children, the limited equipment will make the park feel cramped.  We did like the 

communication board because it creates a unique way of play and is great for children that speak 

different languages.  St. John’s: The equipment was not looked after well.  It was covered in moss 

and the location is not very well suitable for a park as it is near a graveyard.  However, it was quite 

big so it has potential for the future.   

[16:45] 

Ms. S. Camacho: 

However, we think some parks should be bigger with more variety of equipment.  There should be 

accessibility in all parks.  Parks should be kept clean and have a convenient location.  We found most 

parks are aimed at the ages of 0 to 12 year-olds, which proves that we need more parks aimed at 

teenagers.  Overall, it is not fair that there is a huge difference in quality of parks.  All children need 

a park 10 minutes away from their home, as recommended in the bridging Islands Plans.  Some 

Parishes have huge parks, some have tiny ones.  St. Clement and St. Martin have no parks in their 

Parish. 

Ms. Y. Forbes: 

Something that we are extremely passionate about is Fort Regent.  We went to visit the recent 

Playtime Exhibition by Will Lakeman, which gave us inspiration for the Fort.  Will met with us and 

using A.I. (artificial intelligence) generated images that included a big disc and a zoom, and a 

waterpark.  The pictures on the screen show A.I. images we created.  One idea is activities such as 

the climbing wall and indoor golf course.  Another idea is making use of it being a greenhouse and 

growing plants and having shops and restaurants among them.  Recently we have read in the news 

that there is work that needs done to the structure of the Fort Regent, and that you are looking for 

ideas of how the ramparts could be utilised more.  We have created this image of an outdoor 

entertainment space that includes a stage and seating area for performance.  We would love to hear 

your thoughts and if we could work together to see how it could happen. 

Ms. C. Graham: 

While we have seen a few improvements in the Right to Play movement, such as a skate park which 

has enabled the youth to have another safe, social space, we would now like to see more varied parks 

like Coronation Park, which we all enjoy.  We also believe that when considering building new parks 

and green spaces we should cater for all interests and hobbies.  We would very much welcome the 

return of the ice rink, which always seems to be very popular among the youth of Jersey and families.  

We were told before our last presentation that there were plans for the St. Martin’s Park.  We have 
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not yet seen these plans put into action, which is disappointing for us.  Despite this upsetting news, 

we sincerely appreciate the upgraded facilities at Coronation Park, and believe it truly benefits the 

younger children of Jersey.  We also believe the location is extremely convenient.  We discussed 

with the Minister for Children and Education and the director for Education about opening up the 

schools after hours to create places for play.  We were very interested to hear about the Community 

Schools Initiative and we fully support this.  We hope that there will be an update on this soon.   

Ms. M. Encarnacao:  

In conclusion, we would like to achieve many things, like to add to parks like zip lines, or just to 

make them bigger.  While on the topic of parks, we would like to make them more accessible by 

adding ramps and inclusive equipment like lie-down swings.  We would like to work with the 

Diversity and Inclusion group to make this happen.  We have passed on our ideas for the development 

of Les Quennevais Play Park, and we hope our ideas come to life.  Of course Fort Regent is still a 

main property for us.  We hope you will take our ideas into consideration.  Thank you for listening.  

[Approbation]. 

The Bailiff: 

All right, thank you all very much.  I think we now move on to questions directed as a result of this 

to Deputy Stephenson.  So who is going to ask the first question? 

5.1.1 Mr. D. Skeels: 

Only 18 per cent of young people in Jersey met the recommended exercise levels of an hour a day.  

What are your plans to raise the physical activity levels of teenagers to the reach the recommended 

requirements?  Would you consider doing free entry for under-18 to sports centres? 

Deputy L. Stephenson of St. Mary, St. Ouen and St. Peter (Assistant Minister for Economic 

Development, Tourism, Sport and Culture): 

Thank you very much for that question and for the presentation as well.  I think really excellent and 

I am always so impressed when we talk, when we hear from you and I would not expect anything 

less than a grilling from you all, absolutely.  So we know that obviously the figures that you quoted 

there, about 18 per cent of young people, and the figures are even lower when you look at certain 

groups as well.  For example, females, those with a disability, certain ethnic groups and so on.  So 

the Government and Jersey Sport, which is its arm’s-length organisation, are working towards a 

strategy aimed at tackling these levels, and there is some excellent work going on with projects from 

things like inclusion around Haute Vallée School that you may have come across.  Even the youth 

work that goes on at the new skate park can all work together to make a difference.  Because I think, 

as you have recognised, being active is about more than just necessarily playing a sport or going for 

a run.  It is about playing and about moving, and I think, as Emily said, maybe not just feeling like 

you can only sit on a park bench and not really do anything else.  What I would say, though, is that I 

think if we are being really honest with ourselves as a Government, we are not doing it as well as we 

could be and should be.  In a few weeks we will have a review of sport and the delivery landscape 

will be published.  I think from there we are going to look at how we can move forward in a more 

positive and productive way.  So I will absolutely take on board the things that you have raised now 

and that you will continue to do so, I am sure.  Just on the point of the free entry for under-18s.  A 

few weeks ago I did ask officers to look at this as something to start exploring and how it could work 

and what the implications of such a move might be.  Obviously that is very early days and there are 

no guarantees.  There are lots of things to take into consideration, but I think it would be a really 

fantastic move if we could offer teenagers free access, free active cards.  You have your free bus 

passes, we can get on a free bus, go to a free gym or go to a free class, I think would be a great place 

to be in.  Things like that do not happen overnight, but we are working on it.   
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The Bailiff: 

Who is going to ask the second question then? 

5.1.2 Mr. E. Pirouet: 

There is a real lack of facilities on the east side of the Island.  We looked at the plans on the Inspiring 

Places and its great plans for the field near Le Rocquier School.  What is the update on this? 

Deputy L. Stephenson: 

Thank you for the question, and technically I am perhaps straying into the territory of my colleagues 

at Education here, so do forgive me if I refer to them as well.  But the upgrades to the sports facilities 

at Le Rocquier School are currently being planned in a staged process, and it will begin with plans 

for a new 3G pitch and improvements to the sports centre.  There is then feasibility money earmarked 

in the Government Plan, which States Members will debate, and hopefully agree, in December to 

look at the longer-term project.  The priority currently is the school and the school’s requirements.  

A brand new multiuse community and sports facility, which has been talked about in the past, but 

did come with a price tag of £71 million and would probably be even higher now - I will be very 

honest - is not affordable or deliverable in the current climate.  We have got to be realistic and we 

have got to work with that.  So we are reviewing the whole of the Inspiring Active Places Strategy 

that you will have read in that document so that it reflects the vision and priorities of this Government, 

but also really importantly the current economic and fiscal situation that we are in.  I would also add 

that I am very mindful of the balance of the facilities that you mention, and with regards to the east 

of the Island, that is something that is acknowledged, not just by me and others, but I think more 

widely across the Island.  We recognise there are needs in the east.  There was a recent States decision 

around F.B. Fields and agreeing to vary some covenants on the fields, and that will allow us now to 

start to develop a vision for how we may use and revitalise F.B. Fields going forward.  I think, 

personally, that is a really exciting project and I would love for you, and others like you with an 

interest in it, to feed into that process as it all starts to take shape. 

5.1.3 Ms. M. Encarnacao: 

Is there anything you are working on that we could help you with? 

Deputy L. Stephenson:  

Thank you.  I would say that the Play Strategy work that we are currently involved in, and I chair a 

Play Strategy Steering Group and Deputy Doublet is the vice-chair.  It is in part inspired by your 

work and your decision to make play one of your priorities.  There is a commitment in the Bridging 

Island Plan for a number of Ministers and departments to work together on such a strategy.  I was not 

necessarily aware of that commitment when I first started talking about wanting to do it.  What I was 

aware of was that the Youth Parliament had made it one of their priorities, and said it is really 

important to young people today.  So what you are doing is making a difference, and I think take 

confidence from that.  But please do continue to talk to us and highlight areas where you think 

improvements can be made, whether they are big or whether they are small.  The Government and 

Parishes, and the third sector, we want to listen, do not give up if you do not feel like you get the 

answer immediately.  It is one of the things I have learnt in the past year in this role, that if you do 

not get the answer the first time just keep asking and asking and asking again, and see where you get 

to.  So, yes, share your views and experiences.  As I say, please do feed into things like F.B. Fields.  

I would also mention here, the ice-skating rink.  After our last conversation, I did take that away and 

we did do some work looking at whether we could get an ice rink together for Christmas this year.  I 

do not, unfortunately, have good news for you on that front, but I just want to say we are listening 

and we are trying and taking those things away, so do not give up with them.  Thank you. 
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The Bailiff: 

That last one was a bit of a supplemental question, so are you asking a supplemental question?  Or 

are you wanting to move onto question 3?  That was not the question, was it?  So who is asking the 

next question?  Sorry, I am getting ... you see, if I take over it all goes completely wrong, so it is 

entirely my fault.  Who is asking the next question, sorry? 

5.1.4 Ms. E. McClusky: 

In our last report, we identified that St. Martin’s and St. Clement’s do not have any public parks; has 

there been any work to change this?  The Government recently asked young people what they wanted 

to be put in the field by Coronation Park.  When will young people get feedback on this and 

development start, based on our suggestions?  We were also asked what we think should happen at 

Les Quennevais, and submitted ideas but have not heard anything back.  Is there an update on this? 

Deputy L. Stephenson: 

Thank you for that question as well, and I absolutely cannot take any credit for this first bit that I am 

going to give you as an answer.  But the Connétable of St. Martin is up in the public gallery and can 

absolutely take credit that, I believe, work to start creating the park at St. Martin is imminent.  It has 

taken time to get through the planning process and the financial challenges as well, but work there is 

imminent, so the Connétable is up there.  [Approbation]  With regards to St. Clement, again, there 

may be a St. Clement Connétable around or we could ask about that.  But what I would say is 

developing a revised vision for F.B. Fields can absolutely start to work towards creating a more 

public park space there as well.  I would envisage that any discussion about what happens in the 

future of F.B. Fields would involve quite extensive public consultation, and of course, you are the 

public.  That involves your views about what you would like to see there.  So I would encourage you 

to feed into that as well.  Coronation Park is not something I am directly involved in, but I have 

sought to find out, and the extra land that was allocated for the extension is now open for use.  There 

is a temporary ramp from the existing park, and the Government will soon be applying for planning 

permission to make a formal opening to properly connect the 2 parts of the park soon.  Work on 

future designs for the area is ongoing.  I am afraid I am going to have to take away some homework 

and come back to you with an answer on Les Quennevais, so apologies. 

The Bailiff: 

Would anyone else like to ask any supplemental questions that have not been shown to Deputy 

Stephenson in advance?  It is a really good way of testing how well she knows her stuff.  No? 

Deputy L. Stephenson: 

You are being very kind. 

The Bailiff: 

Yes, you are clearly being very generous.  Very, very different when States Members are in here; 

they are not generous at all in that way.  They ask lots of very difficult questions.  It is interesting 

about play.  I was reading something recently that it takes something like 500 repetitions of doing 

something until you learn how to do it automatically, unless you are playing.  In which case it takes 

20 repetitions and that is an incredible, I think, indication as to how important play is and where it 

fits in.  I got that off the internet; it may or may not be right.  Anyway, thank you very much.   

QUESTIONS 

The Bailiff:  

We now move on to a period of questions for the Minister for Children, Young People, Education 

and Skills.  So who is going to ask the first question? 
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6. Questions from the J.Y.P. to the Assistant Minister for Children and Education 

6.1 Ms. M. Encarnacao: 

The U.K. (United Kingdom) Youth Parliament campaign is for free school meals for all.  Would you 

consider rolling this out across secondary schools?  School meals cost £4 for a small meal, and this 

is unaffordable for many families.  We know of some people that go without food at lunch which 

obviously really impacts learning. 

[17:00] 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet (Assistant Minister for Children and Education): 

Thank you for the question.  I do also share those concerns about affordability.  We do not want to 

see anyone, particularly children, going without food because they cannot afford it.  I am pleased to 

confirm that the Government have committed to providing free meals for secondary school pupils up 

to age 18 who are in receipt of Jersey Premium and/or income support as part of the Government 

Plan business case.  Of course the percentage of pupils who will be eligible for this will vary from 

school to school.  Another thing I think is important to understand is the delivery mechanism, so the 

means by which children in the schools can access those free meals.  We are considering how to do 

that in a way that is non-stigmatising so that people will not get bullied for accessing those free meals, 

so that is part of that work as well. 

The Bailiff: 

Would anyone like any supplemental question about anything that you think you might like a little 

bit more information about?  We will move on to the next question, if not.  Okay, we will move to 

the next question.  Who is asking question 2?  You do not have to be nice to the people answering 

the question.   

The Greffier of the States: 

The people in the gallery are ... 

The Bailiff: 

I am sure people in the gallery would love to ask questions, but sadly no one can speak from the 

gallery.  You are being very nice, but you do not have to be nice.  You can ask any difficult questions 

that you would like, but let us move on to question 2.  Who is asking question 2? 

6.2 Ms. M. Encarnacao: 

The previous J.Y.P. campaign had a campaign on mental health.  In the response of their final 

recommendations made in July 2021, you spoke about waiting times for autism assessments being 

down to 3 months and that you were hoping that A.D.H.D. assessment waiting times would also drop.  

Can you provide an update on this and what the actual wait times currently are for both assessments? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

Thank you, and another excellent question.  The ministerial team, we were asking the same questions 

ourselves when we were first appointed to Government.  I have lots of numbers here, so I will try to 

get them across to you.  We have a launched a new neurodevelopment service this year, so it is more 

co-ordinated.  Currently the waiting time for neurodevelopmental assessments, which I think 

encompasses autism and A.D.H.D., autism is 6 months and A.D.H.D. is 8 months.  Now, I do share 

the concerns around the length of time that children are waiting to have these assessments, but to put 

those numbers in perspective, in 2020 there were 51 referrals for A.D.H.D. and 80 referrals for 

autism; that is 131 total.  Then the following year that had doubled to 192 for A.D.H.D. and 140 for 

autism; that is 332 total.  There was some improvement in the waiting times, which I think has been 

mentioned, they did go down, and certainly the focus from the ministerial team, I recall being in a 



19 

 

very early meeting with the Minister and she was very firmly requesting that resources are reallocated 

to this.  I can give some more detail on exactly what resources have been put into it.  When I say 

“resources” I mean nurses and doctors that have been perhaps taken from other areas to work on this 

or who are not working for Jersey, but have been paid to come in and work specifically on this.  So 

if you want to hear more on that, I can give you that detail.  In 2022, the numbers of referrals doubled 

again and in total we had 617 referrals.  This year, just in the first 8 months of this year, there have 

been 568 referrals.  So the increase in the waiting times is not due to a decline in the service that has 

been provided, it is due to the massive numbers of children who need those referrals.  I do want to 

add it is really positive that those children are being put forward for assessments because I think 

recognising features of neurodiversity and that they are seeking that assessment will allow us to 

support children in schools, so I do think it is a good thing and we will continue to work on getting 

those waiting times down. 

The Bailiff: 

Does anyone have a supplemental question or 2 they would like to ask?  Would you like to ask a 

question?   

6.2.1 Ms. C. Graham: 

Once these diagnoses have been received, are they given mandatory support that they should be able 

to access within a certain timeframe or is just left as like you can access it if you want, but you should 

not have to? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

Thank you, that is an interesting question.  As far as I recall from when I was a teacher, I believe that 

if a child has a diagnosis of autism and A.D.H.D., I think you are given a record of need or something 

similar to that, which would come with some support in the schools.  What I am aware of - and 

certainly the ethos that we are trying to promote in the schools - is an inclusive ethos, that children 

should not need a diagnosis to have that support.  I would encourage all of you, if you are aware of 

anybody that is waiting for assessments or any families are waiting for assessments, the schools 

should be providing that support.  That is very much something we encourage.  I can find out more 

on that and get back to you on that. 

6.2.2 Ms. S. Camacho: 

You have mentioned the fact of the rate of testing, but what is the rate of receiving the results back? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

I am sorry, I do not have the answer to that one, but I will make sure that I find that out and get back 

to you. 

The Bailiff: 

Anyone else for a supplemental question before we move on to the next?  Very well, thank you very 

much.  We will move to question 3.  Who is going to ask question 3? 

6.3 Mr. D. Skeels: 

You also shared about work being done at the Clinique Pinel to building flats for 16 and 17 year-olds 

who need support that would open in spring 2023.  Have these opened and have been all received by 

young people living there? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

Thank you for the question.  So the Clinique Pinel development will provide a dedicated space within 

the inpatient service that can be used when a young person is admitted for mental health treatment, 

and this will allow them to be safely cared for away from the adult population.  I am told that the 
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building project was due to be completed in early 2022 but there were some delays due to COVID, 

and also more recently delays around lift installation and making sure that the building is fully 

accessible, which is something that we want to guarantee.  So the current target for opening of that 

facility is the end of this year. 

The Bailiff: 

Any supplemental questions on that one?  You are far too kind.  Then we are going to move to 

question 4.  Who is going to ask question 4? 

6.4 Ms. C. Graham: 

When we met, we really welcomed your ideas of community schools.  Can you update us on any 

progress being made? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

This pace is relentless. 

The Bailiff: 

I know. 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

Yes, when we met with the J.Y.P., I think it was March this year, and that project was in early stages 

and it is still under development because it involves so many different schools.  Our schools also 

have what we call autonomy, which means that the headteachers retain most of the decision-making 

power about their school, so it is very much about working in partnership with the schools.  But the 

principles of this project is that any benefits from developing community schools would first go to 

the children attending those schools and then to the families of those children and then, finally, we 

would like to reach out to the local community adjacent to that school.  Some of the policy areas that 

we are developing at the moment include extending provisions to children for breakfast, after school 

and holiday clubs.  We would like to see those in more schools and in some of the schools for longer 

hours to give parents more choice and also integrating other government services, so non-education 

services, perhaps health services to be delivered from the school and also how the school can use 

some of their existing facilities, for example, halls and sports facilities to bring the community in, 

yes. 

The Bailiff: 

Thank you very much.  Any supplemental questions on that?  

6.3.1 Ms. E. McCluskey: 

When you say you want to open the schools for longer, what is the timeframe that you are thinking 

between? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

Can I just clarify, do you mean the timeframe for how long the project will take or what hours in the 

day the school might be open to? 

Ms. E. McCluskey: 

The hours in the day. 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

The hours in the day, okay.  So I think what we would like to do is help facilitate parents who work, 

so that if parents are at work, the children would have some enrichment activities at the school.  There 

are some schools that do this really well already.  I think Trinity School was mentioned and also 
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d’Auvergne, that they provide a really wide variety of after-school clubs.  We have the Constable of 

Grouville: Grouville recently have had Centrepoint come out and deliver a service where they have 

a breakfast and after-school club.  I would say it would be broadly in line with standard working 

hours.  This is just off the top of my head, but I think most breakfast clubs start at 7.30 a.m. and most 

after-school clubs would finish between about 5.30 p.m. and 6.00 p.m., but then of course there might 

be community usage of the school facilities.  You might have sports clubs that want to come in in the 

evenings, so in theory perhaps if you have a year 6 child or a secondary school child, your child might 

be able to make use of the community school facilities for much longer, beyond 5.00 p.m. or 6.00 

p.m. 

The Bailiff: 

Yes, a supplementary question. 

6.3.2 Ms. C. Graham: 

If these schools are open for longer, will the school bus routes go again at a later time so it is still 

accessible for everyone? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

That is an excellent question.  I will find that out and I will get back to you. 

The Bailiff: 

Any other supplemental questions?  Very well, we will move on to the last question. Who is asking 

question 5? 

6.4 Ms. S. Camacho: 

Can you provide an update on the C.O.P. (United Nations Climate Change Conference) 26 climate 

education pledge? 

Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

While I am answering this question, I have the Minister for Climate and Energy next to me.  Thank 

you for the question.  The work on the climate education pledge from C.O.P.26 is a joint working 

initiative.  There were 5 objectives, so 5 action points that came out of that, and the first one was to 

carry out an education review regarding the quality and effectiveness of climate change education.  

This was completed on time.  That was due by July 2022.  The second one was to share the best 

practice and recommendations with schools via the Jersey Curriculum Council, headteachers and 

eco-leads, which I am not quite sure what an eco-lead is.  Is that somebody within a school?  That is 

pupils; okay, that is pupils within schools.  So that happened in November 2022.  The third and fourth 

objectives were to identify key training resources required to support teaching and learning and create 

the plan to address these by October 2022.  Now, this is the objective that is still underway and the 

reason why is the fifth and final objective was to appoint a climate curriculum lead, so that is 

somebody who would be leading on doing all of this work and making sure that it happens in schools.  

This person I think has been recruited and they have just started to work for the government and they 

have just had their induction.  So that person will be doing the work on the third and fourth objectives, 

creating those training resources and a plan to make sure that all of this is embedded within the 

schools. 

The Bailiff: 

Any supplemental questions?  Yes. 

Speaker:  

How long do you think this will take? 
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Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

How long do we think it will take?  As soon as possible, and I think once this is embedded within the 

schools, I would hope it is something that will carry on for as long as it is needed because it is 

something that we want to do that is part of your culture in your schools and that every child, as they 

go up through their school career, is taught about the environment and how to look after it. 

The Bailiff: 

Any other supplemental questions?  Then that brings these questions to an end.  

7. Questions from States Members to the J.Y.P. 

The Bailiff:  

I have next on my list here questions from Members to the J.Y.P.  If Members sitting here can ask 

you any questions and you will have to answer them.  It might be interesting to find out what that 

feels like.  Do any Members have any questions for Members of the J.Y.P.?  You do not have to, but 

you can.  

7.1 Deputy L. Stephenson: 

This question was inspired by the group over here and some of the things that you brought up, but I 

would be interested to know if any of the Members have any views on single-sex schools. 

The Bailiff: 

Well, there are representatives here from single-sex schools and probably from ... 

Ms. K. Denison-Herbet: 

I am from J.C.G. and also I went to a primary school that was multi-sex as well, so I have kind of 

experienced both.  I have mainly found that, especially now, J.C.G. and Vic (Victoria College) - 

which are kind of like the boys’ school and the girls’ school - they have become integrated, like they 

have had, I think, shared picnics together on Fridays, but mainly in year 7 and 8, shared P.S.H.E. 

lessons, things like that.  From what I have heard, that is a lot better now that they have started to 

integrate.  So on that way, I think that while same-sex schools kind of have the advantage of, for 

example, like everyone is born is female so there are certain topics that are easy to broach in schools 

that obviously might not be as easy to kind of talk about in multi-sex schools, like kind of the benefits 

of having boys and girls and everyone in between in the same school tend to kind of overshadow 

that.   

[17:15] 

Which is why I think that integrating both schools, even if most of the time they are separate, is a 

very good idea and very helpful as well, even just for interacting with someone who is not the same 

gender as you can be just a valuable experience in and of itself. 

The Bailiff: 

Does anyone else have an answer they want to give to that question?  

Ms. S. Shah: 

Can I build on what Kate said?  So I have basically been in a mixed school until Year 9 and then I 

moved to J.C.G. from another country, which is a different story.  So I have seen that single-sex 

schools do have their benefits, like in terms of confidence, answering in classes and just helping your 

education, but I still do think that co-education is quite helpful as well.  It is quite a valuable 

experience, like Kate said, and it opens up quite a lot of opportunities and challenges too because 

when you go to workplaces later on, it is not going to be single-sex workplaces, it is mixed and you 

have to be with every kind of people over there.  So I think integration should be a good idea. 
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The Bailiff: 

Yes.  Does any Member ... oh, is there someone?  Oh, yes, please do. 

Ms. C. Graham: 

I have been at a single-sex school since Year 3.  I do not really have much memory of not being with 

... like with not just being girls, because I go to J.C.G.  I think female leadership is a massive part of 

J.C.G. and I think that cannot change.  You cannot add boys to that, it just does not change, but I do 

not feel as comfortable talking to boys as I do with girls.  I can talk to most people in this room, but 

when it comes to one-on-one conversations with boys or men, I do not feel as comfortable talking 

and I think that is ... because all the integration stuff started after I left, like those years, so I have 

never had classes for a boy for quite a while now. 

The Bailiff: 

Does any Member ... oh, good heavens.  Fantastic, fire away. 

Ms. E. McCluskey: 

I have been in a mixed school my whole life and I heard a statistic in my P.S.H.E. class that for boys 

generally being in a single-sex school is better for their education, but girls, generally it goes down 

compared to mixed schools.  So I think it is just a very mixed topic, depending on the person, and for 

different people it can really affect them in different ways, especially going into the workplace not 

feeling confident talking to different people. 

The Bailiff: 

You looked like you were about to press the button.  [Laughter] No, okay.  I will give one more 

opportunity for a Member of the Assembly to ask. 

7.2 Deputy L.M.C. Doublet: 

In terms of education and children in the department that I help to lead with Deputy Gardiner and 

Constable Vibert, we all of course focus a lot on education, but something that is quite dear to my 

heart is family and parent support, so I wanted to ask: are there any things that Government could be 

doing better to support your family as a whole and perhaps support your parents so that they can then 

support you, from any age, whether it is early years or the age that you are now? 

Ms. P. Kirk: 

From personal experience, I am autistic, and my sister is currently receiving sessions, which is like 

how to - for lack of a better term - cope with an autistic sibling.  I am not currently aware if there is, 

but I think there should be some sort of support similar for parents on how to better support your 

neurodivergent children.  If there is, I think that is very good, but I am not currently aware of that. 

Ms. K. Denison-Herbet: 

On just more of a general topic, so I currently live in a single-parent household, which is quite a 

recent thing and I have noticed that my dad especially, he mainly got support because he is a teacher 

and obviously he was allowed to take time off to cope with loss and all of that, but mainly for me it 

was more of worry of like missing out on education, because this was like right before G.C.S.E.s 

(General Certificate of Secondary Education) and stuff like that.  It was a very big thing of I cannot 

miss too much school because otherwise I will not do well in my exams, like I will not be able to 

understand anything that is happening in lessons, so I was not able to take as much time as I probably 

needed to kind of recover from that kind of thing.  I think just like being given space, especially in 

school if I get overwhelmed, being able to kind of leave class, because things have been put into 

motion already, but you have to have a certificate for that, like a little thing that allows you to leave 

class.  That is in my school; I do not know about other schools.  So if you do not have that, you are 
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not really allowed to.  Also there is the emphasis on education kind of makes - and I do not know 

about other pupils, but especially me - me feel like I cannot take as much time as I need because I 

need to focus on my studies, like I need to focus on what is happening in school, whereas in that case 

it could be detrimental to do that because then I would not focus enough on my mental health and I 

would not be able to focus on school and it kind of turns into like a vicious cycle.  So I think just 

being able to kind of offer support, being able to tell people that you can go to ... after you have kind 

of taken some more time to yourself, you are able to go to supplementary lessons, you are able to 

talk to your teachers and maybe they will help you during lunchtimes or they will help you after 

school catch up on any work you have missed or having all the resources put online so if you do miss 

those lessons you can read through them in your own time and you do not have to be physically in 

the lesson to receive the information, you can have it to yourself, kind of like how it was during 

COVID, where lessons were put online, just having that as a baseline, so if you do not feel up to 

going into school, if you do not feel up to being inside a classroom, you still have the information 

available to you and you still do not feel like you are missing out.   

Ms. S. Shah: 

Mine is more about general awareness in parents about how the education system works and how, 

for example, like G.C.S.E.s, A-levels and all the years go by, because for someone who has moved 

from a completely different part of the world, my parents still have a hard time understanding on how 

it goes and then it creates miscommunication as well.  I think it would be important for parents to be 

in the know of how education works for the children so they can support them better as well. 

Ms. S. Wickenden: 

Similar to what Poppy said about having a support system for having siblings and family who are 

neurodivergent, I also want to bring up support for families that have found out that their child is 

transgender or part of the L.G.B.T.Q.+ community because it can be really hard for especially 

younger siblings to understand the change that has happened and also for parents to have more 

education about how to support their child around that. 

The Bailiff: 

Anyone else?  Well, I think that then brings the exercise this afternoon to an end.  First, I am really 

sorry that I could not be here for the beginning and for all of it.  There is a trial going on next door 

and they need me there, so I have had to come in a little bit later, after we sent everybody home, but 

it has been great, what I have listened to, and I would just like to congratulate you all.  We are in the 

first day of Democracy Week and I cannot think of a better way of starting Democracy Week than 

this kind of exercise, this debate in the J.Y.P.  Thank you, everyone, and particularly to Lisa and her 

team, who have organised it, and to the Members of the Assembly who have come along and given 

their time and given such interesting answers.  It is quite interesting, quite a lot of times in the 

Assembly there is a criticism of answers given by Ministers that they do not really answer the 

question.  Well, whether or not that is correct, what is correct is every participant here did their best 

to answer the question and I did not have to correct that in any way at all, so that was marvellous.  A 

very interesting session and I hope it has given you all some food for thought to help with your 

reviews.  There being no further business, the J.Y.P. stands adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT 

[17:25] 

 


