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WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS
BY THE DEPUTY OF ST. MARY
ANSWER TO BE TABLED ON TUESDAY 20th APRIL 2010
Question
“In his reply to a written question from the Deputy of St. Martin on 23rd March 2010, the Minister referred to the
lengthy quotation which forms part of the judgement in the matter of the Attorney General v. Aubin and others
[2009] J.R.C. 035A. in the following terms
“The quotation above which is attributed to an outside expert is a quotation from the report of an independent
media expert who was called in to advise the States of Jersey Police on media related matters.”
Would the Minister inform members who called for this report, when and why, who conducted it, how were
those who undertook the review were selected and what their qualifications were?
Will the Minister release the report to members as it has already been used in a public court judgement?”
Answer
In September 2008 an external media consultant, experienced in working at ACPO level in the UK, was formally
engaged by the then Deputy Chief of Police with the knowledge of the Chief Officer of Police to develop an
appropriate external communication strategy regarding Operation Rectangle. This was primarily to ensure:
•
•

That trials and ongoing investigations were not compromised or challenged on the grounds of an abuse of
process, based on the information supplied to the media by the States of Jersey Police.
That the public were presented with accurate facts.

The external media consultant gave advice on these matters and subsequently resigned from his role. He then
produced a written report in relation to his advice. Other issues relating to the report fall both within the ambit of
the enquiry being conducted by the Commissioner and the terms of the first Wiltshire Police Report and it is not
appropriate for me to express an opinion thereon at this stage.
I will need to take advice as to whether I can properly release this report to Members at this time or at a time in
the future and in what form. My position remains that I am keen to release as much information as possible to
Members of the States and as soon as possible.

